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Period for to™"™* ^ ° fth ' S COmmunication °" »» cove r sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION * &C ' ' U tXP ' RE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

■ 1 •«»■ » «~. -y a re p, y be n.e d 

Status 

Responsive to communication® filed on 27 February 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)(El This action is non-final. 

3) D 8Ppli 5 a ti0 " is condition for all °wance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of ^.aims* ° Pr3CtiCe under E *' arfe ^5 C.D. 1 1 ,453 O.G 213 

4) S Claim(s) 7^23 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Ciaim(s) 1^23 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) K Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII bM Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 9 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

i^rn 8 ! 9 The translation of the fore '9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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1 . Due to applicant's submission of a certified translation of the JP priority document all 
claims are now allowable, however, an interference with the prior art of Hagesawa is necessary 
as some of applicant's claims read on the claims of the prior art. 



2. In order for a proper interference to occur the examiner notes the instant application is a 

continuation of international application PCT/JP99/03580 filed July 2, 1999. Several corrections 

applicant needs to make are cited in section 1895 of the MPEP, below: 

To obtain benefit under 35 U.S.C 120 of a prior PCT application designating the 
U.S., the continuing U.S. national application must 

(A) include an appropriate reference to the prior PCT application (either in the 
application data sheet (37 CFR 1. 76) or in the first sentence of the specification), 

(B) include an indication of whether the prior PCT international application 
was published under PCT Article 21(2) in English in the first sentence of the 
specification regardless of whether benefit for such application is claimed in the 
application data sheet (if the continuing US. national application was filed on or 
after November 29, 2000), 

(C) be co-pending with the prior PCT application, and 

(D) have at least one inventor in common with the prior PCT application. 

Additionally, the examiner requests a copy of the international application and an English 

translation of the application as required in section 1895.01 of the MPEP, cited below: 

The continuing application must be filed before the international application 
becomes abandoned as to the U.S. as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 494 and 1. 495. An 
appropriate sentence (such as "This is a continuation of International Application 
PCT/EP90/00000, with an international filing date of January 4, 1990, published 
in English under PCT Article 21(2) and now abandoned, ") must appear in the 
first sentence of the specification. 



In addition, all other conditions of 35 U.S.C 120 (such as having at least one 
common inventor) must be satisfied A copy of the international application (and 
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an English translation) may be required by the examiner to perfect the claim for 
benefit under 35 U.S.G J 20 and 365(c) if necessary, for example, where an 
intervening reference is found and applied in a rejection of one or more claims. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Rosemary E. Ashton whose telephone number is 308-2057. The examiner 
works a flexible work schedule and can normally be reached M-F between 10:00 am and 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janet Baxter can be reached on 308-2303. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-93 10 for regular 
communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 308-0661. 




Rosemary E. Ashton 
Primary Examiner 
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December 2, 2002 



ROSEMARY ASHTON 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



